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Rash of Disappearances at Tech The Ballmer Peak… Does it exist?

by The Brogrammer

by The Dinz ~ Daily Bull

A
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Bull The Daily Bull is probably not suitable for those under age 18 and should not be taken seriously...like caffeine?

BREAKING NEWS: Students from all over Michigan 
Tech’s campus have gone missing; over 100 stu-
dents have vanished without a trace. The missing 
students appear to be primarily from the CS depart-
ment, although other departments have reported 
students unaccounted for as well. 

It is unknown at this time what could be causing the 
strange disappearances. Some worry that the stu-
dents in question might have been lost in yesterday’s 
blizzard. Others have theorized that the impending 
finals, coupled with the breakdown in Tech’s server 
system, caused the students to have nervous break-
downs and flee the university with what little sanity 
they had left. Police departments around the county 
have been notified, but none have yet reported 
finding any lost students.

Public Safety has been conducting interviews with 
the roommates of those who have disappeared. 
Most have claimed to have no knowledge of where 
their roommates have gone. One student was quot-
ed as saying “I didn’t notice he was gone until my 
computer crashed and I needed someone to fix 
it.  I don’t, like, do computers, so I trade him ramen 
to do that kind of stuff for me. If you find him, can 
you tell him my computer is, like, being slow again? 
I don’t think it’s the porn this time.” Similar quotes 
were reported from other students as well. 

A friend of one of the missing students was able to 
give the investigating officers what may be a desper-
ately needed lead in the case.  The witness (who 
wishes to remain nameless) gave a statement, saying 
“Yeah, the last time I talked to her, she said that she 
was going to a ‘hacker’s thong’ or something. I don’t 
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I could pretend I know something about programming. But I won’t. Everyone knows that Visual 
BASIC doesn’t count as a programming language,

The Steaming Pile:  Straight from You-Know-Where!

Hacks that someone needs to make
Chair that tweets every time someone farts in it

An app that judges you every time you go out for fast food
A service that sends IT an annoyed email every 3 hours

Eskimo Brother Database 
A quadcopter with a nerf turret

A plugin for Chrome that unfriends anyone who posts ______
Snapchat, but just for dick pics

An app that lets Miley Cyrus ride things
A plugin for Chrome that can tell who the OP was for anything on Reddit

A service to let me group message my android friends on iPhones
Expedia… but for textbooks

An app that reminds me to call my mom
Something that automatically buys random bags of crap from Woot

Michigan Tech webcam chatroulette
A calculator that will tell me how bad I can do on my final and still pass

CSLC 24 hour hotline
Literally monkeys with keyboards

Something that tells MEs that Matlab is NOT CODING
An app that lets you call people on your phone

A soundboard that plays Lil’ John’s YEEEEAAAHHHHH
Grindr but for people who want to play with puppies

A version of Myspace that people would actually use
A service to remind you that your bank account is more depressing than you 

realized
An app that estimates how long the Jimmy Johns guy will take to get to 

your house
A non-shitty version of the Michigan Tech app

For longer than many of us remember, we all have 
been aware of the Ballmer Peak. If you don’t know 
what the Ballmer Peak is, look to xkcd to find that it 
is the point of intoxication where a programmer has 
extremely increased programming abilities. It’s one of 
the most popular xkcd articles and one that is prob-
ably discussed in CS more than any other comic.

Albeit popular, the peak is also an elusive one. Out 
of all of the students who have heard of it, there re-
mains a large portion of students who has never even 
attempted to climb it. Be it nervousness from mess-
ing up an assignment, or they like to separate their 
alcoholism from their work.  On the other hand, there 
are those brave enough to attempt to ascend its slip-
pery slopes. But has anyone actually made it to the 
summit?

Sure, many of us have a bev while sitting down to 
code, but not many people sit down with a Sys-
tems program and a fifth of whiskey and get cracking. 
Those who do, myself included, have either overshot 
the peak or just failed to reach it. However, over-
shooting it does lead to interesting comments in your 
code… You also may end up with a really bad hang-
over, since using your brain while drunk isn’t some-
thing your body is used to. Heck, it may not even be 
used to using your brain!

That being said, it is something that looms over our 
profession more than anything else, and will continue 
to as long as we don’t  figure it out. So, will you be 
the one who will mix some vodka with your Mountain 
Dew to help figure it out?



know what she meant, but she said she would be coming back with a lot 
of cool swag. I don’t know what she’s getting up to, I just hope it isn’t illegal 
or anything.”

Public Safety is continuing its search and will not rest until the missing students 
have been found, alive or otherwise. More news will be delivered on this 
situation as develops.

Hey, hey you! Listen!

We’re online! Check us out, yo

Typewriter Monkeys: Liz ‘Riz’ Fujita, Nathan ‘Invincible’ 
Miller, Jeanine Chmielewski, Jeremy ‘Mr. Sunshine’ Loucks, 
Veronica Tabor, Chase Peterson, Corey Tindall, Theresa Tran, 
Abigail Skibowski, Evan Krettek, Joshua Stuempges, Sam K, 
and sentient AI.
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The Daily Bull would like to thank the Daily Bull for 
buying our own damn printer that this publication is 
printed on.  We would also like to thank the Student 
Activity Fee for helping to pay for our paper and 
toner costs. And our vuvuzelas.
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Got wit? Like thinking outside the equilat-
eral trapezoid? Enjoy laughing until things 
come out your nose... or worse? Well 
golly gee, wandering soul, give us a try!

The Daily Bull is Michigan Tech’s enter-
tainment press - we print satirical news, 
amusing anecdotes, oddities around 
campus, funny pictures, song spoofs, 
you name it! Think you have a cool idea 
for an article? We probably want to see 

you!!

Meetings: Wednesday nights @ 9:15 in 
our secret HQ, Walker 144
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Get the Bull in your email daily! Send an email to 
bull@mtu.edu with subject line “Add me to the list!”

You won’t regret it*

*satisfaction not guaranteed, though we try, damn it.

The Daily Bull
@MTUBull

Biology and Comp Sci departments team up in 
groundbreaking study

Researchers in the Biology and Computer Science department have recently 
joined forces for the purpose of determining if Mountain Dew actually does 
increase your ability to write code better than those who do not consume 
the beverage. “I always see students in my class drinking it” Computer Sci-
ence professor Dr. Kuhl told The Bull, “and I’ve always wondered if they’re 
drinking it for something besides the taste, sugar, or caffeine.”

The two departments have been working diligently towards understanding 
this mythical beverage, however results are still inconclusive.

by Alex Dinsmoor ~ Editor in Chief

Some memes, y’all


